
Like all sectors in society, churches and Christian organizations with no exception have been also 
affected by the COVID-19.  Many Christians have been affected by the loss in their incomes, sick 
family member, and the stress that comes with the confinement in their homes.

This situation has mobilized the congregations to respond to the spiritual, economic, food, and 
family needs  The Church has been challenged to demonstrate the sense of unity to get through 
the crisis.

During the meeting of one of the continent's most representative denominations, pastors were 
urged to take special care of their physical, emotional, and spiritual health.  In practice, they were 
recommended to find a trustful friend to help them process decisions and leadership1. This is a 
new time, even for pastors and leaders.

The closing of the temples and meeting rooms has implied for congregations and Christian 
organizations, to adopt different strategies according to their possibilities. God has allowed the 
church to have new technologies to face this crisis, but they will make sense if these technologies 
allow us to build a bridge with people so they may know Jesus and that they are redeemed by 
Him.

Generosity has been manifested in different ways. Christian associations have taken the initiative 
to offer psychological listening or accompaniment to people who were alone during the 
quarantine. On the other hand, the support to Christians, the counseling and collective 
encouragement, is understood that the result is an element of emotional healing, so essential to 
face the challenges of coexistence.
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The challenge of keeping the mission alive lays before the Latin American Christian Church, while the 
temples remain closed.  Digital technologies have become to be a great help to communicate the 

message of hope and coordinate the aid those that need it the most.

Some congregations have collaborated to alleviate the effects of the pandemic, donating 
large-scale health items or food, as well as having their temples to house people, who in the 
middle of the crisis have been left without a place to spend the night.

Now, let us not forget that there are organizations or small congregations that do not have these 
possibilities.  Some have even found the need to turn over their rented places due to the lack of 
finances to cover the rental fee and have no access to the necessary technology or resources to 
support their members with their physical needs.

These congregations will need to receive a different kind of assistance to keep fulfilling their 
mission.  The Bible repeatedly gives the account that generosity is manifested with money and 
also the sharing of experience, advice, and training.

Otto Kladensky2 reports that many of those who carry out the pastoral role do not have the 
necessary training to face the use of digital technologies.  For this reason, he understands that in 
addition to solidarity training among pastors, it is important to provide databases with “relevant 
digital material to motivate and mobilize each believer to be a witness to Christ”.  

In another sense, sources from the Ibero-American Missionary Cooperation (COMIBAN) realized 
that many missionaries have seen the need to return to their countries of origin. Missionaries face 
a “moral dilemma” that they must properly process. 

There are occasions when missionaries “are persecuted by the thought that they have betrayed their 
most important prosocial values and have failed to their own moral ethic”3, for that reason, the 
Church has an opportunity to show love to the one she sent, by giving them containment and 
supplying for their needs.

In general, we make plans for the future thinking that we have absolute control over our lives and 
the crisis has reminded us how fragile and susceptible we are. Many of us believe that attending 
the temple is to have an encounter with Jesus, however, is He who continues to knock at the door 
of our homes, waiting to have dinner with us.

The Church has a mission, and that mission beats in the heart of every believer.

Jesus said: “Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have 

given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
Matthew 28:19-20 (NLT)
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1    https://spanish.christianpost.com/article/lderes-de-la-iglesia-llamados-a-prepararse-para-un-cambio-a-largo-plazo-en-la-forma-en-que-las-personas-adoran-en-medio-de-una-pandemia.html
2    Máster en teología. Asesor de Global Proclamation Commission y Catalizador por medio de Trainers of Pastors International Coalition
3    https://www.comibam.org/es/dilema-moral-en-misiones-y-en-tiempos-del-coronavirus/
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