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TOGETHER WE WILL

THE SPORT TEAMS IN ACTION
 TO OVERCOME THE CRISIS. DAY 16

The COVID-19 pandemic that affects the entire world has also impacted the sports industry in 
Latin America. Each of the sports, clubs, athletes, or workers linked to this sector are looking for

alternatives to restart activities.

REACH THE GOAL

Although specialists can make estimates in general terms, the effects of the losses are far from known.  A 
report by Euromericas Sports Marketing, a company specialized in sports marketing indicated that “the 
losses in this industry will amount to about 640,000 million dollars”. These worries do not include the 
economic losses only, in those areas in which the activity was transformed into a multinational company 
that moves and generates millions, and does not end with closed stadiums, but transcends to the citizen’s 
collective, to a point that can affect the emotional and the sense of belonging.

The loss in sports clubs and organizations in items such as television rights for different sports, the 
advertising market, tickets, subscriptions, marketing, and business generated through various online 
platforms, is notorious.  It also includes, “the losses caused by the suspension of the Japan 2020 Olympics, 
which extends to other investments made by this country, for 21 billion dollars, of which 12.6 billion, were 
invested in infrastructure.  But, if the event does not take place, only in terms of visitors, that country could lose 
the income of 75 billion dollars for tourism.”1

Many dreams got frustrated, both, high-performance young athletes about to classify to Tokyo 2020 
Olympics, as those who have finished the routine to escape gangs, or leisure, to play sports with coaches 
who delivered everything on the courts, such as passion and way of life.  For all of them, the training 
tracks are in silence. Everything stopped.

Somehow the pandemic "stopped the ball", demanding a reinvention with different approach strategy 
taking advantage of the technological tools, which may be functional at the beginning for targeted 
groups, but which, in the macroeconomic environment, is not always implying the generation of income 
for clubs, sports and families involved.

The concern extended to the super cracks, those confined to personal training, they joined the persuasive 
message in the web of “Stay at Home”.  They shared the ball towards our goal arc, looking for a way of 
reinventing themselves. 
 

According to France24, "The pandemic of the new coronavirus has forced the closure of stadiums, sports 
centers, and almost all professional practices.  The impact has been such that the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games, 
the European Championship, and the main soccer tournaments for teams from the Old Continent and Sout 
America, America's Cup, scheduled to take place between June and August, have been postponed to exactly 
one year to the same period of 2021.  This does not include the suspended or canceled competitions, among 
them, The Giro of Italy and the Wimbledon Tennis tournament”.2

According to Paula Grajaels Ramirez, a former Olympic athlete from Colombia, “sport must be understood 
as a mechanism or an integral training mean for people, through the sports practices the disciplines, pleasure, 
and recreation are promoted. Sports help to be good stewards of free time, and physical activity promotes well 
being, life quality, as well as to contribute to the public health, the education, culture, social cohesion, and 
integration, and national consciousness, as well as the international relationship through the public and private 
actors.”

For Grajales, in the face of the losses caused in various scenarios, the organizations have been and will be 
the ones to take the lead on facing the crisis due to the COVID-19.  It is the task of legally recognized 
organizations, to come up with strategies that will go from contracting and economic mitigation methods 
as well as associates or those linked to the sport system such as psychologists, physiotherapists, 
nutritionists, referees, community sports trainer and other professionals that depend on the sport and 
who are a fundamental part of this, those that face with tenacity and resilience to cope financially with 
the crisis as well as to support their family.

While some athletes have deserted their commitments due to their physical conditions amid all the 
competition cancelations, today, many of them, such as captain of the Colombian Selection, Radamel 
Falcao Garcia, are already returning to their training in Turkey.  Other sports clubs, slowly are returning to 
their training taking all the needed precautions, to achieve their physical conditions, and soon be able to 
compete with new protocols, without this causing a new re-emerge of the virus in each country, although 
it is still unknown when a stadium will be filled with sports fans. 

It is a great challenge to train ourselves and train each one to go back to the field, with examples that 
inspire such courage and will, that athlete Derek Redmond, the favorite athlete of Barcelona 1992 
Olympic Games in the 400mts dash run to win the gold medal showed.  His great discipline accounts for 
his preparation for many years, he even underwent 5 surgeries on the Achilles tendon with the sole 
purpose of reaching the Olympics, finally, he broke records before achieving qualification for such an 
event.  But in the face of the traumatic event lived, when 175mts was left for him to reach the goal line, 
he suffered the ligament torn, Derek did not give up, took courage and faith to finish the race with the 
unconditional support of his father who offered his shoulder for him to reach the final line.

We are inspired and challenge in the face of such a traumatic example, but of resilience is where is 
possible to overcome adversity, as well as other economic, technical, psychological, and biological aspect; 
and we ask ourselves: Who will accompany the athletes to finish this race like Deren Redmond's father 
did?
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