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BELIEFS AND 

WHEN FAITH BECOMES AN ACTION IMPULSE. DAY 18
The COVID-19 pandemic has placed us before an unprecedented global challenge that affects 
all faith communities around the world. The everyday life and systems, the work carried out by 

the different faith professions in matters of education, recreation, and other activities, have 
been affected, but they have looked for alternatives to fulfill their purposes.

SPIRITUALITY

For Dr. Tony Vazquez, Theologian and Master in Cross-Cultural studies, "COVID-19 has come to disturb the 
world.  This virus has no respect for borders, religious beliefs have brought fear, death, suffering, poverty, 
uncertainty, and much more. Amid the pandemic, some seek answers in their own beliefs, while all us, without 
exception, are living this experience in different degrees of suffering, for those called to intentionally be of help”.
 
Latin America is characterized for being a multi-cultural and multi-racial continent and therefore, 
multireligious.  To different extend, the majority and minority beliefs have been affected by the pandemic.  
Catholics, evangelical, kingdom halls, synagogues, and mosques temples are closed.  They can neither go 
out to the streets to hold their usual activities, such as providing information, mission trips, home to 
home visits, and other social works.

This has caused many to participate in their meetings using digital platforms with the purpose of keep 
contact with their believers, promoting prayer time in homes of their families, as well as streaming choral 
songs.

Among the things worth mentioning is that both Christians and Protestants, during the past Holy Week, 
all activities related to the remembrance of the death and resurrection of Jesus in every country had to 
be canceled.

For Muslims, some of the inconveniences forced the pilgrimages to the Mecca from any country to be 
canceled; also, their funeral rituals have been changed, for they can’t practice the washing and wrapping 
in a shroud their corpse as is their custom.  Therefore, in some countries they have declared their 
deceased as "martyrs" since they are already considered clean and have no need for a prior purification 
ceremony. 

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and Religions for Peace are joining forces to launch a global 
interfaith initiative called "Faith in Action" against the COVID-19 pandemic, to raise awareness in the 
population regarding the repercussions that this pandemic generates on the world's youngest citizens 

since the most affected sector is boys and girls since during the pandemic the child abuse and the number 
of orphans have increased.

There are high levels of emotional distress over the closure of schools, for it has generated the need of 
offering economic and material aid to most affected homes due to the loss of income and the resulting 
tensions.

This initiative appeals to all the world’s communities, together with the Governments, the entities of the 
United Nations and the organizations of the civil society in general, to join forces in order of:

Adapt the religious meetings and services according to the WHO Guide on mass religious, burials, and 
rituals, to comply with the guidance of international health authorities.
Promote a greater emphasis on hygiene and sanitation following religious teachings and sacred texts 
that emphasize cleanliness as an element of holiness.
Listen to children and families through organized spaces for online dialogue, the media, and 
authorized cases, house-to-house promotion, as well as small group forums (keeping their distance). 
Persuade on behalf of faith and the broader commitment serve as bases to local response, as well as 
to elaborate national policies and programs. 
Counteract and neutralize all forms of stigmatization and discrimination associated with virus 
transmission through the emphatic promotion of attitudes and behaviors to defend the dignity and all 
people's rights.

Furthermore, the high representative of the UN Alliance of Civilizations, Miguel Moratinos, shared the 
Secretary-General's call for global solidarity, underscoring the need to consider vulnerable populations 
and marginalized communities, as well as the growing stigma and hate speech. "In life-altering crises, when 
people are desperate and uprooted from their lives, faith has often been their anchor and the place they go for 
comfort and hope," he said, adding: "This is where the role of religious leaders comes in”.
  
Moratinos explained that "religious actors are deeply rooted in the communities they serve and are often the 
first to respond," saying: "It was encouraging to see how many leaders and faith communities acted quickly and 
placed themselves on the front line in providing valuable services to their communities".1

Rabbi Arthur Schneier of the Park East Synagogue in New York, and ambassador to the Alliance of 
Civilizations, looked beyond the pandemic and recalled that "every crisis and conflict comes to an end" and 
hinting at the tragedy of the Jewish holocaust He remarked: "With faith, prayer and action we can build a 
brighter future for our children, a world of peace, love, and kindness."
 
Truly, as each country gradually returns to the new normal, the different beliefs around the world will 
have to make adjustments according to the new reality, before restarting their daily activities.
 
Today more than ever where each sector of society is hit with planetary consequences, the religious 
leaders play a key role in preserving humanity and building a more inclusive, cohesive, secure, resilient, 
and united society. At the same time we are called to brotherhood, to carry out unified and responsible 
actions, for the good of humanity.
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1   Fuente: https://news.un.org/es/story/2020/05/1474242
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