
LATINOAMÉRICA

 /HaggaiLatinoamerica Haggai Latinoamérica e-mail: conexionh21@haggailat.org

ENVIRONMENTAL

WHAT LEGACY WILL THE NEXT 
GENERATION RECEIVE FROM US? DAY 21

For their survival, all human beings depend on their environment, therefore they need a suitable 
environment for their well-being.  For this reason, we must ensure that this relationship 

continues to exist for the following generations.  The human being is part and reflection of the 
ecosystems with which they interact and which they use for protection and their living.

SUSTAINABILITY

Amid the pandemic and confinement, the planet got to breathe again, the Venice’s canals are 
cleaner, fish and dolphins enjoy the peaceful sea at rest, air quality has improved and the Carbon 
emissions have been reduced to levels not seen since 2006, according to journal data Nature 
Climate Change.

It is in this way that the great challenge at the end of this time and once the economy is 
reactivated at global levels, that a proper way of managing the environment needs to be provided.  
The task will come from the governments, companies, and different elements in this sector so 
that it does not bring with it a devastating impact.

According to the Inter American Development Bank (IDB), “Latin America faces the need to 
reconcile growth demands with the need to properly protect and manage its habitat, and resources, to 
achieve sustainable development while facing an environment global threats as is the change in the 
climate."

According to the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), «Many 
efforts have not prospered due to the evident contradictions that exist within the development 
modality prevailing in the region between economic growth and the environment. The problem is 
complex and necessarily requires an integral conception of development, where the environment is an 
intrinsic element of it »..

According to Benedicto Lucas, a Guatemalan Political Scientist with a specialty in the 
environment, Latin America is a region with serious lags related to environmental management, 
this is because it has great challenges in different areas related to environmental performance, 
among which the following can be noted: (1) Deforestation, (2) The lack of comprehensive 
management of water resources, and (3) The lack of solid waste management.  

Regarding the first point, deforestation, which is understood that it is the excessive and illegal 
logging of the forest, it is noted that Latin America, as a region, holds the highest rate in the world, 
with the subsequent loss of biodiversity, especially in animals and plants, which are a key asset of 
the State.

In the second place, the lack of comprehensive management of water resources, characterized by 
the water shortage in the main Latin American cities and by its physical-chemical contamination, 
which leads to a high rate of infant mortality, diseases related to gastrointestinal conditions and 
the substantial decrease in the quality of life of the population in general, since access to drinking 
water is costly and for the population, in poverty conditions, it is an inaccessible resource.

Regarding the third point, the lack of solid waste management, the experts affirm that in Latin 
America we are drowning ourselves in "garbage", ignoring the economy circle applied in other 
countries, a benchmark of their State management models and their generating economic income 
from the system of collecting, management, and transformation of solid waste.

Consequently, it is necessary to generate awareness in the region regarding the importance of 
the environment, since by losing our forests, we would be losing the possibility of a cure for many 
diseases, as well as the limitation of obtaining nutrients from food, the accelerated loss of water 
due to the absence of adequate treatments to ensure the vital liquid and thus losing the 
opportunity for an improvement in the integral quality of life for the human being. 
 
Finally, Benedicto Lucas considers that to avoid possible adverse consequences, governments 
must have environmental public policies on their agendas as a priority issue, that society becomes 
sensitive to the vulnerability effects suffered by the territories when the environment is rapidly 
degraded, and finally, he highlights the importance of environmental leaders share on this topic 
in various settings.
 
The environment should not simply be a fashionable conversation or a trend, we should be aware 
of the great challenge we have, of being good stewards of what has been entrusted to us, 
understanding that natural resources are a great treasure provided to humanity to exercise good 
care and good stewardship over it.
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