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ARTS DURING 

A HEALING TOOL FOR MANY. DAY 17
Like many other work sectors, arts have been highly affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, 

however, their efforts to continue giving their best to culture have not stopped.

THE CRISIS

Boris Ordoñez, Durapower Company Limited General Manager, and visual artist are collaborating 
with us by providing his perspectives about the current precarious situation: “The visual arts, 
which is the specific segment to which I belong (painting, sculpture, installations, video, performance, 
etc) are appreciated and consumed by a very small sector of society).  They are considered luxury items 
and not essential for survival.  In the priority of consumption, they are among the lowest ranges, and 
this is why the economic income of many artists is affected by the current economic crisis.”

In this sense, it must be said that the entrepreneurs of the creative industry, in their majority are 
young people who carry out their activities at low or null economic rentability.  According to the 
IDB publication, Undertaking an Orange Future, 58% of them manifested that they did not 
generate enough income to live on their undertaking before the COVID-19 outbreak."

Further, with the confinement, private spaces to create and to display has become more difficult 
to come by. "Going out is essential because by not being able to, the sources of creativity are not 
renewed and creative capacity is affected," says Ordoñez. 

Despite all this, the artists have not to stop creating, because they need to show their works.  
Faced with a difficult situation, many have offered their songs, paintings, and writings to the 
world as healing, entertaining, and inspiring tool.  We have all seen the images of musicians and 
creators of all kinds circulating on social networks, offering their presentations from the streets 
and balconies. Amid the crisis that the pandemic has brought, the fact is that this encourages 
people, to maintain hope for a better future.  

The art sector will also undergo important post-COVID-19 transformations. For example, 
exhibitions have gone from being face-to-face to virtual, and social media will be the primary 
means of showing artistic creations to the world and enabling integration with audiences. On 

Instagram, initiatives have already emerged such as The COVID Art Museum 
(@covidartmuseum), which brings together creations and photographs in which the thoughts of 
many artists are expressed in the current situation.

For Boris Ordoñez, is key to highlight the important role that artists play in society: “An artist is a 
prophet, a voice that guides for better or for worse (…) artists will be a key element for our sensitivity to 
capture, build and deliver the lessons left by COVID-19.  We are being transformed by everything that 
the pandemic implies in this historical time, and we will build a legacy that will be handed to this 
generation y the ones to come for their consideration and reading of the happenings.  It should be 
enough to take a look at Picasso's Guernica, listen to a song by Alberto Cortez, read David's Psalms, or 
see the photograph of the Child and The Vulture by Kevin Carter.  We will have to learn to live with less”.

Also, many famous Latin American artists have joined forces to raise funds and fight the 
pandemic. The Pan American Health Organization reports that "artists from Argentina, Colombia, 
Peru, Mexico, Ecuador, Venezuela, Chile, Puerto Rico, and the United States, came together to record a 
new version of the song" Pa'alante "by Beda, to raise funds for the response to the pandemic and under 
an initiative that they call # volánlosabrazos. " (OPS, 2020)

Salomon Beda, author of the “Pa’alante” song, in a press release explains that “the song is perfect 
to give encouragement and strength to people in difficult moments.  But we also know that many 
people need more resources to overcome this crisis, and that is why decided to donate everything to try 
and help the most vulnerable people.”

Art generosity reminds us of the beauty that there is on seeing beyond the darkness of a storm.  
The artists as architects of a world of senses, who have brought hope during a crisis, need their 
daily bread to continue to do what they do and contribute to the well-being of their families.  In 
what way will we be part, so Art continues to live and keep bringing us hope?
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