
More than 95% of children and teenagers in Latin America are not physically attending school, 
being this an educational crisis without precedence in recent history (UNICEF 2020)1.  If the 
school closure time is extended, even more, there is a great risk that the kids will fall behind in 
their learning process and that most vulnerable students will never return to school.

Master in Quality of Education and Vice-Rector for Institutional Development at the University 
of Madero, Donaciano Alvarado, systematically monitors the changes that have been taking place 
in the COVID-19 crisis. 

As an immediate response to the pandemic, many countries started to implement distance 
learning modalities, including courses through digital platforms; however, these modalities are 
not guaranteed throughout the region, nor do all families have access to them, especially families 
from the most vulnerable sectors.

This makes it a priority to provide accessible content on radio and television to low-income 
children without internet access, as well as to migrants and indigenous communities in offline 
areas.  

Distance education has been a great challenge for adults as well. In addition to emotionally 
managing the stress of financial instability or meeting the demands of change in their professional 
way of working, they have had to take a more active role in accompanying the teaching process 
of children.

Reports of domestic violence increased by more than 30% in France, 50% in India, 70% in Chile, 
and 60% in Mexico2. Families were not used to living and sharing the different spaces and 
elements of the house throughout the day and part of the night.   
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WILL IT BE POSSIBLE? DAY 4
Educational centers have been the first public service to close its doors, and 

probably one of the last to reopen after the COVID-19 crisis.

This tells us that, in addition to the already existing problems in families, the new crisis will impact 
learning at all educational levels.  Once again it is worth remembering that to achieve meaningful 
learning, we must be physically, emotionally, and spiritually healthy.

Therefore, the education sector needs families to be accompanied by a set of programs and 
public policies so as not to have children to be transferred, the emotional instability of the crisis, 
making the teaching process even more difficult.

There is a great risk at hand, it is that at different levels there will be a disconnection from the 
educational system.  This year GDP in Latin American countries will fall on average between -3% 
and -7%; therefore, the loss of jobs will force many students to enter the labor market and not 
have the resources to bear the costs associated with learning in educational centers.3

This will have a double negative impact; In one side, the students will find themselves limited in 
the possibilities to have access to formal educational programs, and in the other side, it is 
expected that professionals in Educational sector will have to reinvent themselves in their 
professions due to the drop in students.

As professionals in the education field, this time is a time of great challenge. In most Latin 
American countries, at the Primary and Middle Education levels, teachers do not have experience 
in teaching curriculum at a distance.  This will almost prevent the 2020 program goals from being 
met.

Most universities do not have formal online education programs, so a rapid transformation of 
teaching practices will be imperative.  It will be necessary to dive into opportunities that the 
virtual learning platform enables, although this implies a dose of additional institutional tension 
in the early stages of the process.

Donaciano prays in his heart for God to help us develop new working ideas and methodologies to 
benefit the educational process of people throughout their lives.

Our invitation is to come together in prayer and may God allow us to obtain better learning during 
this situation.   
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1  https://www.unicef.org/es/comunicados-prensa/covid-19-mas-del-95-por-ciento-ninos-fuera-de-escuelas-America-Latina
2  (https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/social-sector/our-insights/safely-back-to-school-after-coronavirus-closures).
3   https://www.bancomundial.org/es/publication/global-economic-prospects
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