
Even when there is no pandemic, many migrants and displaced families face great difficulties in 
accessing health care, food and to obtain a permanent home.  The Executive Director of the 
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), Henrietta Fore warns that "the pandemic could 
devastate the lives of the refugees, migrants, and internally displaced population if urgent international 
measurements are not taken”.1

UNICEF (2020) reported that “it is estimated that there are 31 million kids in the world who have had 
to leave their homes.  Of these, 17 million are internally displaced, 12.7 million are refugees and 1.1 
million are asylum seekers.  Most of them cannot call a doctor, or wash their hands whenever they need 
to, or to put into practice social distancing to stop transmission of the disease." 

On the other hand, migrants in many Latin American countries have to wait for their legalization 
process in “improvised camps, on the streets, in communities or shelters where health protocols have 
not always been implemented”.2

The situation is so diverse in every country and region, the common denominator in all cases is 
the vulnerability situation in which a large part of the migrant population is found.  Nearly 10000 
immigrants from Central America are estimated to have been expelled from the United States 
after their legal visas were suspended.

A prominent example is Panama, by closing the borders with Costa Rica, or between El Salvador 
and Honduras.  According to the UN, "Panama faces a particular challenge due to its geographical 
position and its border closing with Costa Rica, has generated that more than 25,000 irregular migrants 
remain in the country and despite the authorities efforts, they still are in overcrowded conditions and 
limited access to health, information, food, water, and sanitation services. In Honduras, the situation of 
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One of the most exposed populations to the COVID-19 are the migrants.  It is almost 
impossible to take care of them when many of them do not have a fixed home and 

are living in precarious shelters.

some people trapped on the border with El Salvador is worrying, since most of them lack such basic 
services"3.

In another page, Venezuelan migrants are spread out in several countries in our continent, 
concentrating mostly in Colombian territory, where the difficult economic situation that they are 
experiencing has worsened to such an extent that, it is estimated that between 14,000 and 
21,000 Venezuelans have been forced to return to Venezuela.4

Among the crisis economic consequences is expected an increase of “human trafficking and 
migrants smuggling from the most affected countries to the richest destination”, according to the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).  Trafficking is a crime that consists of 
forcing or extorting a person to sexually exploit them in jobs of different types. 

According to Daniel Bravo, Director of the Doulos Foundation, who works with the migrant’s 
population in different parts of Colombia, “the COVID-19 phenomenon has shown the reality of 
migrants in all its harshness.  Ironically, they are almost the most neglected at this moment. As their 
situation worsens the assistance, they receive is increasingly scarce.”

Daniel Bravo comments that "these are no easy times for churches, ministries, and organizations in 
the social sector, particularly those with programs and/or projects focused on service to migrants. The 
crisis generated by COVID-19 has severely restricted the capacity to keep mobilizing all kinds of 
resources to assist this population". 

“While we overcome the generated trauma, our efforts have been focused on adapting the 
interventions to the government regulations, and seeking new resources for the priority attention to the 
vulnerable communities”. According to Bravo, the main tendency that can be expected from the 
"social sector" to choose cooperation as the expected response.  “This is an opportunity to extend 
generosity to the foreigner or migrant that suffers the most, the effect of this pandemic."
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1    https://www.unicef.org/es/comunicados-prensa/covid-19-podria-devastar-vida-de-refugiados-migrantes-desplazados
2    https://www.acnur.org/
3    https://www.oacnudh.org.gt/index.php/sala-de-prensa/noticias-y-comunicados/302-preocupa-la-extrema-vulnerabilidad-de-las-personas-en-movilidad-ante-la-pandemia-por-covid-19-onu-
derechos-humanos
4   https://www.france24.com/es/20200504-migrantes-refugiados-afectados-covid19-pandemia-coronavirus
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