LATINOAMÉRICA

HE WHO IS WISE

SAVES LIVES
THE STATE INSTITUTIONS CHALLENGES
IN THE FACE OF THE CRISIS.

DAY 2

Given the current pandemic and its eﬀects, the role of the Nation-States has been
strengthened. All the nation’s leaders have a great responsibility to know how to keep
order and protect lives.

The United Nations Development Program (UNDP), in its series “COVID-19 Public Policy
Documents”1, warms that the current pandemic is one of the serious challenges that humanity
has confronted in recent times.
The total loss of human lives is still unknown, and the world is witnessing an economic collapse,
which will impact the entire population for years to come. It is estimated that more than 30
million people, could fall into poverty if active policies are not in place to protect vulnerable
groups (CEPAL, 2020).
The current crisis has brought to light the leading role of the State. The current context exceeds
the possibilities that many non-governmental organizations have to respond to.
However, the way out of the crisis lays beyond ﬁnancial resources or infrastructure. According to
an executive member of the Colombian National Government, Adriana Gonzalez, “to make fair
decisions, since fair decisions bring life and well-being to the people”.
Having an excess of information that is being shared in the diﬀerent media, Adriana Gonzalez
says “the way of making fair decisions is to have objectives facts and one of the main problems that the
rulers are facing is the lack of validated information to make proper decisions”.
According to the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), all worldwide governments have
focused their eﬀorts on saving lives, protecting the least people able to handle a drop in their
income, compensating workers and the most aﬀected companies, and invest resources in
improving infrastructure in the health sector, among others (IDB, 2020).
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The UNDP’s recommendations for States is for them to manage to design strategies to mitigate
crisis without redirecting spending and without increasing taxes” (UNDP, 2020). The undertaking
of these actions will imply the increase of the debt with international organisms, the reason why
the ﬁscal balance becomes to be a thin thread to be aware of.
For the rulers, the decisions to be taken in times like this are aimed at two main objectives: safe
lives and maintain the macroeconomic stability in their countries.
The Public Administration of Latin American countries in general, have determined to go through
the current COVID-19 economic crisis in the “V” form. This means that the drastic drop in
production and income will last for two to three months, and later an orderly and rapid recovery.
On the other hand, another operating planning area is the establishment of operating dynamics
of the State institutions that will guarantee the provision of the basic services of citizen
assistance. Several State oﬃces have managed to keep their services by using teleworking, for
example, to process retirements, Judiciary hearings, or to support the teaching process in the
Educational Institutions. Some countries such as Uruguay, the parliament has continued to
function, although several of the elderly members have been replaced by those next in line.
However, some oﬃcials are undertaking higher levels of risk, such as the medical personnel, the
cleaning or the trash collection personnel, security, or prison personnel.
Adriana Gonzalez understands that “biblical principles, of freedom, honesty, justice, human dignity”
should be the guide for everyone, more to those that hold leadership positions in State
Institutions.
Likewise, it reminds us that Christians are called to pray for our rulers, for them to make wise
decisions, that will bring life and well-being to the nations.
Pray this way for kings and all who are in authority so that we can live peaceful and quiet lives marked
by godliness and dignity. 1 Timothy 2:2 (NLT)
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https://www.latinamerica.undp.org/content/rblac/es/home/library/covid-19--policy-papers.html
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